March 1, 1976

Mr. Earl L. Kirkpatrick
Manager Corrosion Services
Control Incorporated

P.O. Drawer 888

Oneonta, Alabama 35121

Dear Mr. Kirkpatrick:

Thisrefersto your letter of November 25, 1975, in which you ask our opinion whether the
conduct of an eectrical survey in each of several situationswould be "impractical" within the
meaning of 49 CFR 192.457(b), which readsin part:

"The operator shall determine the areas of active corrosion by eectrical survey, or where
electrical survey isimpractical, by the sudy of corroson and leak history records, by leak
detection survey, or by other means.”

Based on the ordinary meaning of the term "impractical,” we do not believe that it would be
impractical to conduct electrical surveysin any of the Stuations as you have described them.

Sincerdy,

Cesar Deleon
Acting Director
Office of Pipeline
Safety Operations
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Control INCORPORATED
November 25, 1975

Mr. Caesar B. Del_eon

Acting Director

Office of Pipeine Safety Operations
Department of Transportation
Materials Trangportation Bureau
2100 Second Street, SW.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Deleon:

Please advise usif in your opinion the following procedure is acceptable under Part 192,
SubPart | of the Pipeline Safety Act.

Using a Comprehensve Corrosion/History as a recordkeeping system in areas where an
electrical survey isconsdered to beimpractical by the person in responsible charge of the
corrosion control program. Some examples of situations whereby electrical surveys may be
considered to be impractical are:

1. Short repair sections on cast iron or ductile iron mains where the repairs, made prior to
August 1, 1971, were made with dissmilar fittings or pipe, either coated or bare and not insulated
from the exiting system.

2. Gasmains and serviceslaid in the same ditch with metallic water systsems and in more
or less continual contact.

3. Short piping sections, either service lines or short main sections, not insulated from
cast iron or ductileiron mains. Thiswould normally include copper, black iron, or galvanized
iron pipe, either bare or coated.

4. Uncoated servicesinsulated from coated mains at the taping tee creating numerous
isolated piping sections.
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